Introduction:
The Reading-Writing Connection

The Core Reading and Writing Skills: Point and Support

You may sense that reading and writing are vital skills—in school, on the job, and
in life. That is in fact the case! And this book will do its best to help you become a
better reader and a stronger writer.

To read and write well, you need to understand the difference between point
and support. A point is an idea or an opinion. It is also called the main idea, and
it is usually stated in one sentence. Support is the evidence that backs up the idea
or opinion—the specific examples, reasons, facts, or other details that help prove
the point. Here is a diagram that shows at a glance the two essential skills practiced
by good readers and writers:

Good writers Good readers
and speakers: and listeners:

1. Make a point 1. Recognize the point

2.Support 2. Recognize the
the point support for
the point

Following are three practice exercises that involve cartoons. Working through
each exercise will give you a good sense of the difference between point and
support.
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PRACTICE 1

Look at the following cartoon:

Why dogs are
superior to cats.

They just are, and SHORT AND TO
that’s all there is THE POINT!

PEANUTS © Peanuts Worldwide LLC. Dist. by UNIVERSAL UCLICK.

Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved.

See if you can answer the following questions:
® What is Snoopy’s point in his paper?

Your answer: His point is that

® What is his support for his point?

Your answer:

Explanation

Snoopy’s point, of course, is that dogs are superior to cats. But he offers no support
whatsoever to back up his point! There are two jokes here. First, he is a dog and
so is naturally going to believe that dogs are superior. The other joke is that his
evidence (“They just are, and that’s all there is to it!”) is a lot of empty words. His
somewhat guilty look in the last panel suggests that he knows he has not proved
his point. To think and write effectively, you must provide real support for your
points and opinions.
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PRACTICE 2

Here is another cartoon. Answer the questions below it, and then read the
explanation.

School was not going well.

What is the point of the cartoon? (It’s fairly obvious.)

What is the support for the point?

The point is that “School was not going well.” The support for the point is the
specific list of low grades on the student’s grade report.
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PRACTICE 3

Here are three more cartoons. What is the point of each cartoon, and what is the

support?

“First my ball rolled under the sofa, then my water dish
was too warm, then the squeaker broke in my squeaky
rubber pork chop. I've had a really bad day.”

Point:

Support: 1.
2,
3.

(Of course, the joke in this cartoon is that the dog’s reasons don’t seem important
enough to cause stress . . . to a human, that is.)
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“Our marriage has problems. He likes to spend money;
I like to save it. He's a night person; I'm a day person.
He likes sports; | hate them.”

Point:
Support: 1.
2.
3.
€ Jialx) Rty (Maatusspon
“It’s time for me to break up with Kenny. He hasn’t spoken
to me in weeks, he won’t return my calls, and I've heard
he’s dating one of my friends.”
Point:

Support: 1.
2.
3.
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More about Point and Support

Look at these two sentences:

My brother’s car is a Toyota.

My brother’s car is a lemon.

One of these sentences could be the point, or main idea, of a paragraph, with reasons
and details to support the point. The other sentence does not express an idea or
opinion. It is just a fact that does not call for any support. Put a check (V') next to the
sentence that is a point. Then read the explanation below.

“My brother’s car is a Toyota” is just a fact. It does not need any support. On
the other hand, “My brother’s car is a lemon” expresses a point or opinion that needs
support. As a reader, you should expect to see specific reasons or examples or details
showing exactly what is wrong with the car. As a writer, you would be expected to
provide the same kind of specific support to explain why you think the car is a lemon.

Here in a nutshell is what effective reading and writing are about: a point
(main idea) followed by solid support for that point.

PRACTICE 4

Put a check () in front of the point (it can also be called the main idea or opinion
or topic sentence) in each pair of sentences below.

1. A. T have a fever of 102.
B. I must be getting the flu.

2. A. Some people deal with conflict by getting angry.
B. People deal with conflict in different ways.

3. A. Last summer I had a job in a fast-food restaurant.
B. Working in a fast-food restaurant is the worst job I ever had.

4. A. There is often no hot water in the apartment in the morning.
B. The apartment is not a good place in which to live.

5. A. I am bored by school.
B. There are reasons why school bores me.

6. A. People often use their cell phones while driving.

B. Some people have dangerous driving habits.
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7. A. My sister is an ambitious woman.
B. My sister works two jobs during the day and then goes to school at
night.

8. A. It rained every day during our vacation.
B. Our vacation turned out to be a disaster.

0. A. The monster movie was poorly made.

B. The movie monster was just a spider that had been filmed through a
magnifying lens.

10. A. There are many problems in our schools.

v}

. Children who are troublemakers can prevent other students from
learning in class.

Supporting a Point
Look at the following point:

Point: You should not put your hand into that box.

This statement hardly stops us from putting our hand in the box. “Why do you say
that?” we would probably ask. “Give your reasons.” Support is needed so that we
can decide for ourselves whether a good point has been made. Suppose the point is
followed by these three reasons:

1 A flesh-eating spider the size of a large crab just crawled into the box.
2 Inside the box are freshly cut leaves of poison ivy.
3 A loaded mousetrap is inside, ready to spring.
As you will surely agree, the details do provide solid support for the point. They give

us a basis for understanding and agreeing with the point. After seeing these details, we
probably won’t be putting a hand anywhere near the box.
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PRACTICE 5

Following are groups of four sentences. In each case, one sentence is the point or
main idea, and the other three sentences are details that support and develop this

idea.

1.

Put a check (') in front of the point or idea in each group.
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. The burgers are full of gristle.

. The roast beef sandwiches have a chemical taste.

. The Beef and Burger Shop is a poor fast-food restaurant.
. The french fries are lukewarm and soggy.

. My little brother is really getting into the spirit of Halloween.
. Today I found a plastic spider in my soup.
. Last night there was a bloody rubber hand on my pillow.

. This morning a cardboard tombstone with my name on it appeared in

the backyard.

. Spanking teaches physical violence.
B. Spanking is a bad idea.
. Spanking often has more to do with the parent’s lack of self-discipline

than the child.

. Many studies have shown that spanking does not work.

. The neighborhood park is not a safe place to play.
. Large stray dogs often roam the park.
. Gangs hang out in the park.

Broken glass litters the ground of the playing fields.

. When you are in a theater, you sometimes have to put up with rude

people and crying children.

B. At home, you can “pause” a movie when you want to leave the room.

c. It’s more fun to watch movies at home than in a theater.

o QO w o»

D. It’s great to watch movies in your pajamas while sitting in your

favorite chair.

. My family is difficult to cook for.

. My father is a vegetarian.

. My grandmother, who lives with us, can’t digest certain vegetables.
. One of my brothers is allergic to milk, wheat, and eggs.
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. Credit cards have high interest rates.

People should try not to use credit cards.
Credit cards encourage people to spend more money than they have.

. Many credit cards charge yearly fees in addition to monthly interest.

. Students can type and print out reports on a computer.

B. The Internet provides an endless supply of information for research

papers.
Computers have made it easier for students to do their work.

D. A computer can be used to take a class at home.

A. English was an extremely hard course this year.

B. I had to do at least three hours of homework for every hour I was in

class.

. The teacher called on students without warning and deducted points

when they didn’t know an answer.

. I had to write five essays, give three oral reports, and take two major

€xams.

. Three times a week, I was the last or next-to-last one chosen by team

captains.

I was the one who couldn’t run a relay race without falling down and
throwing up.

. I was always the one assigned to stand in right field, where baseballs

were seldom hit.

. Physical education class was a nightmare for me, reinforcing the

image | had of myself as a klutz.



