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Dear Educator:

Education has seen historic upheaval in recent years. Many forces—including changing 
standards, new technologies, budget constraints, and the Covid-19 pandemic—have 
intensi�ed the challenges students and teachers face in the classroom. 

At Townsend Press, we recognize what’s happening, and we want to help. 

For more than 30 years, our materials have set the standard for clarity, ease of use, and 
e�cacy for college students working to build their English skills. Increasingly, school districts 
are turning to us for the same results in their middle and high school English Language Arts 
programs.

Let us show you why.

The pages that follow showcase our o�erings. Our pricing is transparent—and most of our 
materials are available in print or digital formats, or in print/digital bundles. Bulk discounts 
are available for many of our o�erings.

We invite you to contact us for samples of print and electronic materials that interest you. If 
you’d like to discuss what you see, please write or call us. You’ll discover we are as passionate 
about helping your students learn as you are. 

We hope to hear from you soon!

John Langan

President, Townsend Press
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TOTAL ACCESS 

Looking for an all-in-one digital solution for students?
You found it.

Total Access
4-Month Subscription 10-Month Subscription
ISBN 978-1-59194-595-6 ISBN 978-1-59194-597-0
Grades 6–12 Grades 6–12

$40* $55*
This single, all-inclusive subscription grants access to the ENTIRE 
Townsend Press digital catalog. With Total Access, you can teach 
reading, vocabulary, grammar, and writing instruction with one simple 
subscription! 

*Discounts are available for Site Licenses of 50 or more users.
Contact us for pricing details.

Here’s What’s in Total Access

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

Ten Steps Plus

Student Access Card

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides access to 
 digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TEN STEPS 
TO

ADVANCING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

with PHONICS

TEN STEPS 
TO

BUILDING
COLLEGE READING SKILLSTen Steps

Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Vocabulary Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to 
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

uniquecompel
destiny

illuminateplausible
vital

impact

affirm

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

BUILDING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

aspire

rigor

contemplate

rapportquest
tangible

epitome

immaculate

IMPROVING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Reading-Writing Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to 
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Ten Steps
Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

English Plus
Digital resources that teach key English, 
grammar, and writing skills.
Includes three digital textbooks, including 
our new writing text, Clear Thinking and 
Writing, 2/e, and our grammar textbooks: 
English Essentials, and English Essentials, 
Short Version 2/e.  English Plus also includes 
assessments, interactive exercises, lessons, 

tests, bonus readings, and an instructional video.

Ten Steps Plus
Our popular digital program for 
building college reading skills.
Ten Steps Plus prepares students for college 
reading with research-based resources 
drawn from our groundbreaking texts. It 
features comprehensive ebooks, reading 
assessments, interactive exercises and 
mastery tests that illustrate and teach key 
reading strategies. Lessons, instructional 

videos, and a complete digital library are also included. 

Reading Unlimited
To become strong readers, students must 
read. Reading Unlimited offers 130+ engaging 

complete Townsend Library and the ever-
popular Bluford Series! Each title comes with 
integrated digital activities and a Study Guide.

Vocabulary Plus
Our acclaimed, interactive
vocabulary-building program.
Anchored in the words-in-context approach, 
Vocabulary Plus includes 9 ebooks, 
individualized assessment, hundreds of 

feedback, word parts lessons, SAT/GRE 
review words, score reporting, as well as 

audio and visual support. 

Reading-Writing Plus
Powerful digital resources that teach 
college reading and writing skills.
Reading-Writing Plus integrates reading 
and writing instruction. It brings ebooks of 
our two Reading-Writing Connection texts, 
along with a comprehensive Skills Bank 

Like Ten Steps Plus, it also includes digital 
practice exercises, mastery tests, lessons, 

and a complete digital library.

The Learning Center
Each item above is hosted in the 
Learning Center, a powerful, practical 
class management system that  
includes roster and assignment controls, 
score report capabilities, Google  
Sign-on integration, administrative  
settings and live customer support!

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

Purchase only if sealed.

Provides access for 10 months  
to ALL Plus digital content

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Reading-Writing Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Ten Steps
Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

College Reading Essentials Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
 digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

JOHN LANGAN

READING
ESSENTIALS

COLLEGE

Vocabulary Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.
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Ten Steps Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
 digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

To access Ten Steps Plus, you’ll need:

A computer, smartphone, or tablet device with 
an internet connection and a current web 
browser 
A Learning Center Student Account
Your school/college and instructor names
Your Access Code (inside this card)

Ten Steps Plus
Provides access to powerful online resources to 
teach college-level reading, including:

Integrated eBooks
Chapter Exercises
Mastery Tests and Alternate Mastery Tests
The Skills Bank
The Readings Bank
The Townsend Library

Townsend Press Learning Center
www.townsendpress.net

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.
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THE COMPLETE TEN STEPS SERIES

TEN STEPS READING SERIES: THE STANDARD OF SUCCESS

Title/ISBN Suggested 
Grades

Avg. Lexile 
Score Page Count Price Digital 

Options

Groundwork for College Reading, 5/e
ISBN: 978-1-59194-472-0

6–8 850 532 $30 YES

Groundwork for College Reading with Phonics, 5/e
ISBN: 978-1-59194-486-7

6–8 850 612 $30 YES

Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, 6/e
ISBN: 978-1-59194-464-5

8–9 1000 642 $30 YES

Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills, 7/e
ISBN: 978-1-59194-566-6

9–10 1050 660 $30 YES

Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills, 6/e
ISBN: 978-1-59194-434-8

10–11 1150 724 $30 YES

Ten Steps to Mastering College Reading Skills
ISBN: 978-1-59194-520-8

11–12 1200 672 $30 YES

Ten Steps to
IMPROVING
College 
Reading Skills

JOHN LANGAN

SEVENTH EDITION

TEN STEPS 
TO

ADVANCING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

TEN STEPS 
TO

MASTERING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

It’s a fact. Many students arrive 
at college unprepared for college-
level reading. When this happens, 
educators and students turn to the 
Ten Steps Series from Townsend 
Press. Here’s why. 

The Ten Steps Series is the best 
sequence of reading books to 
prepare students for college 
success. And now it is stronger 
than ever with Ten Steps Plus.

Study conducted by SEG Measurement.
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Figure 1: Ten Steps Reading Series Users Outperform Users of Other Textbooks 
On Reading Comprehension Posttest
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Each Ten Steps Title . . . . 

Top Ten Reasons Instructors Choose Ten Steps

Covers Key Reading Skills such as: Offers these FREE resources:

Vocabulary in Context
Main Ideas
Supporting Details
Implied Main Ideas
Relationships
Inferences
Purpose and Tone
Argument
Critical Thinking
Active Reading & Study

AND

Expertise: The Ten Steps Series draws from
decades of classroom experience and research 

Ten Steps teaches what 
students need to succeed.

Depth: Each Ten Steps book explains ten
essential reading skills. Examples, exercises, and 
online activities deepen skill coverage and require 
students to use what they’ve learned. 

Clarity: Reading skills in Ten Steps are
presented in clear, friendly language that helps 
students learn.

Interest: Dull readings discourage learning.
Ten Steps books feature lively textbook excerpts, 
passages, and extended essays that appeal to 
students and make learning interesting and fun. 

Interactivity: Learning requires students
to engage with their materials. Ten Steps is full of 
printed AND online activities that get students to 
interact with key concepts.

Teachability: Ten Steps was created by
teachers with an eye on the classroom. As a result, 
Ten Steps is teacher-friendly.  

Flexibility: Ten Steps features a modular

instructional context.  

Synergy: Ten Steps builds students’ reading
skills through cumulative lessons. Skills learned in 
Part One must be applied to reading selections in 
Part Two and to combined-skills tests in Part Three. 

Rigor: Reading skills require critical thinking
skills. Ten Steps features challenging exercises that 
build both.

Reliability: Used by tens of thousands of
students, Ten Steps has been proven to be the most 
effective print and digital combination for teaching 
college reading skills.

Digital Reading 
Assessments

Electronic 
Instructor’s Guide

Printed Instructor’s 
Edition

PowerPoints
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Ten Steps Plus includes these features—and more!

ENHANCE YOUR CLASSES WITH THE LEARNING CENTER

© Copyright 2014 Townsend Press. All rights reserved. 

Home About For Educators For Students Support

News Privacy Policy Terms of Use

� Townsend Press
Learning Center

HOME ABOUT FOR EDUCATORS FOR STUDENTS SUPPORT SIGN IN

LEARNING CENTER FEATURES

WELCOME TO THE LEARNING CENTER
An online learning environment for educators and students using Townsend Press materials. Now serving

more than 27,000 educators and 1 million students.

ALREADY REGISTERED?
Great! Sign in to continue.

SIGN IN HERE

�

�

�

�

�

�
WANT TO EXPLORE?

TRY SAMPLE ITEMS

�

�

�
READY TO BEGIN?

CREATE AN ACCOUNT

�

�

��

�

�

ACCLAIMED 
CONTENT
Thousands of assignments and tens
of thousands of items carefully
crafted to help students learn.�

INTEGRATED
MASTERY TESTS
Online activities are followed by an
array of our famously-clear Mastery
Tests.�

ELECTRONIC 
SUPPLEMENTS
Including Study Guides for our
novels and Instructor Editions &

(for
instructors only)

�
NEW!
VOCABULARY PLUS
A paperless, subscription-based
version of our Vocabulary Series.
Includes integrated eBooks!�

EXCLUSIVE
WEB RESOURCES

readings which can be added to any�
FREE
AUDIOBOOKS
Free downloadable or streaming
audiobooks of our popular Bluford
Series novels. (for instructors only)

�
CUSTOMIZABLE
SETTINGS
Assignments, tests, and item settings

and can easily be
optimized for any student or class.�

ONLINE
ASSESSMENTS
Our College Reading Tests and
Vocabulary Placement Test assess
students and help guide instruction.

�
SCORE AND PROGRESS
REPORTING
Individual and group scores are kept
and can be 
is also readily available.�

SIGN UP TODAY

ENHANCE YOUR CLASSES WITH THE LEARNING CENTER
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Looking for Digital Options? Check Out Ten Steps Plus.
Ten Steps Plus includes all the content of the acclaimed Ten Steps Series 

plus a number of digital exclusives. See details below and on page 9.

Ten Steps to
IMPROVING
College 
Reading Skills

JOHN LANGAN

SEVENTH EDITION

TEN STEPS 
TO

ADVANCING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

TEN STEPS 
TO

MASTERING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

with PHONICS

TEN STEPS 
TO

BUILDING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

Ten Steps Plus can be purchased as a 10-month stand-alone subscription for $30 OR 
as part of a textbook bundle* for $36. Discounted site license options are also available.

Reading Assessments

Interactive Assignments Digital Textbooks Lessons

Mastery Tests Class Management Tools

Ten Steps to
IMPROVING
College 
Reading Skills

JOHN LANGAN

SEVENTH EDITION
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WRITING

Want to engage and inspire writers?

Chapter topics include: Introduction to Point and 
Support • Point and Support in Paragraphs and 
Essays • Understanding the Writing Process  
• Relationships in Writing • Argument in Writing
• Writing a Research Paper with Sources • and
30+ grammar chapters

Featuring essays about gratitude, personal growth, 
fairness, responsibility, kindness, and courage by 
Alex Haley, Amy Tan, Mark Bowden, Alice Walker, 
Nicholas Kristof, and many others.

Voices and Values, 2/e
Janet M. Goldstein & John Langan
Grades 9–13 
ISBN 978-1-59194-443-0
480 pages • $25

A collection of lively, thought-provoking essays 
students will want to read and discuss. 

Accompanying each selection are activities that help 
students improve their reading, thinking, and writing skills. 
Activities include freewriting, discussion, vocabulary, and 
reading comprehension questions, as well as paragraph 
and essay assignments. The book is suited to reading‐
writing classes or as a core text in a writing class focused 
on covering paragraphs, essays, or both.

Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e
John Langan
Grades 8–12  
330 pages
ISBN 978-1-59194-552-9 • $30 Book Only
ISBN 978-1-59194-565-9 • $36 Book with English Plus

A powerful print or digital writing program that will 
help students learn to think and write clearly.

Too many writing books lose sight of the forest for the 
trees. Clear Thinking and Writing gets to the heart of the 
matter to help students focus their thinking and improve 
their writing. The book teaches the basics of clear 
thinking and of the writing process, while also exploring 
common writing patterns and grammar skills. Students 
get to practice these fundamentals in the 100+ writing 
assignments the book and online platform provide.

OR
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Preparing students for college-level reading and 
writing? Make the Connection!

The Reading-Writing 
Connection
John Langan
Grades 7–11 • 1020L  
480 pages
ISBN 978-1-59194-301-3 • $30

(book only)

ISBN 978-1-59194-491-1 • $36
(book with Reading-Writing Plus)

See page 9 for details

Chapter topics include the following 
for both Reading and Writing:

Vocabulary Development • Main
Ideas • Supporting Details •
Relationships • Inferences

Also includes chapters on:
Understanding the Writing Process
• Fifteen Selections for Readers
and Writers • Longer Selections in
Reading and Writing

The Advanced  
Reading-Writing 
Connection
John Langan
Grades 9–13 • 1210L   
472 pages
ISBN 978-1-59194-425-6 • $30

(book only)

ISBN 978-1-59194-492-8 • $36
(book with Reading-Writing Plus)

See page 9 for details

Chapter topics include the following 
for both Reading and Writing:

Main Ideas • Supporting Details •
Relationships • Inferences •
Argument

Also includes chapters on:
Understanding the Writing Process
• Fifteen Selections for Readers
and Writers

Key Features
 Integration of reading 
and writing. Rather than 
dividing these fundamentally 
interrelated skills, the books 
teach them as they should 
be taught: together.

 Emphasis on clear 
thinking. Students learn 
to identify main ideas and 
supporting details in essays 
and in their own writing—a 
central critical thinking skill 
required in college and on 
standardized tests. 

 Standards-based 
instruction. Both books 
share deep and substantive 
alignment with national and 
state standards and the skills 
colleges seek. 

 Frequent practice. All skills 
and concepts are reinforced 
with numerous, cumulative 
hands-on activities that 
teach students.  

 Engaging content. Students 
will experience genuine 
interest in the lively essays 
they read and the thought-
provoking assignments they 
write. 

 Ease of use. The sequence 
in each book—from 
explanation to example to 
practice to mastery test—
helps make skills easier for 
teachers to teach and for 
students to learn.

Reading-Writing Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to 
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Ten Steps
Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank+

Or bundle
book with 
Reading-
Writing
Plus for best
value!

Reading-Writing Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to 
digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Ten Steps
Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank+

Or bundle
book with 
Reading-
Writing
Plus for best
value!
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Exercises and Mastery Tests: The Learning Center has 
long hosted thousands of exercises and test items to teach 
reading skills. These acclaimed materials are now part of Ten 
Steps Plus and Reading-Writing Plus.

The Townsend Library: To become stronger readers, 
students need to read more. That’s why we include ebooks of 
all 100+ titles in the popular Townsend Library with each full
Ten Steps Plus or Reading-Writing Plus subscription.

Ten Steps Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
 digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

To access Ten Steps Plus, you’ll need:

A computer, smartphone, or tablet device with 
an internet connection and a current web 
browser 
A Learning Center Student Account
Your school/college and instructor names
Your Access Code (inside this card)

Ten Steps Plus
Provides access to powerful online resources to 
teach college-level reading, including:

Integrated eBooks
Chapter Exercises
Mastery Tests and Alternate Mastery Tests
The Skills Bank
The Readings Bank
The Townsend Library

Townsend Press Learning Center
www.townsendpress.net

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

TEN STEPS 
TO

ADVANCING
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

with PHONICS

TEN STEPS 
TO

BUILDING
COLLEGE READING SKILLSTen Steps

Plus
Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

Complete Series eBooks: The Ten Steps Series and our        
Reading-Writing Connection books are bestselling texts that
prepare students for college-level reading and writing. Each       
series is included with a full subscription to Ten Steps Plus or       
Reading-Writing Plus. Accessed inside the Learning Center,
these ebooks include bookmarking, highlighting, and note-
taking capabilities.

What’s in Ten Steps Plus & Reading-Writing Plus?
An entire library and more . . . 

Ten Steps
Plus
Readings
Bank

The Readings Bank: A digital exclusive, this collection of 15 
new readings features the lively, high-interest tone and content 
found in our books. They also include Lexile scores, reading 
comprehension questions, and writing assignments.

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

The Skills Bank: Want to teach a lesson on main ideas or
inferences? Do your students need practice recognizing supporting
details? The Skills Bank makes it easy. Featuring the full array of
online activities from the entire Ten Steps Series, the Skills Bank
lets you choose the skill, level, and sequence that best suits your
class and your learning objectives.

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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Need to work on grammar? 
We’ve got it covered.

Both books can be purchased with English Plus, a powerful suite of 
digital resources that teach English grammar skills.  

See next page for details.

English Essentials
John Langan & Beth Johnson
Grades 6–12 • 346 pages 

English Essentials, 
Short Version, 2/e
John Langan
Grades 8–12 • 282 pages
ISBN 978-1-59194-469-0 • $21 Book Only
ISBN 978-1-59194-462-1 • $26 Book with English Plus

ISBN 978-1-59194-022-7 • $26 Book Only
ISBN 978-1-59194-468-3 • $30 Book with English Plus

English Essentials teaches grammar, punctuation, 
and usage in a lively way: with personal stories and 
pictures. And it prepares students for standardized 
tests by providing abundant practice activities.

This more concise form of English Essentials teaches 
grammar, punctuation, and usage skills and the 
basics of effective writing.

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

+

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

+

OR

GRAMMAR
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English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

Announcing . . .

English Plus
The most comprehensive collection of digital 
resources ever offered by Townsend Press  
to teach English, grammar, and writing skills.
Grades 8–12
ISBN 978-1-59194-466-9
$26  (less if bundled with textbook or as part of a site license)

English Plus is included in any Total Access subscription. 
(see page 6)

 GRAMMAR 

✔ Three Acclaimed eBooks   Accessed inside our Learning 
Center are our popular writing text, Clear Thinking and Writing 2/e, 
and two grammar titles: English Essentials and English Essentials, 
Short Version 2/e. 

✔ Grammar Skills Assessment   Easy to administer,   
automatically scored, and directly aligned with the skills in English 
Plus, these tests can guide individual and class instruction. 

✔ Instructional Video   Hands-on, practical, and engaging, this 
video introduces students to the idea of making and supporting a 
point—the basics of critical thinking.

✔ Bonus Readings  5 bonus reading selections and a suite of 
assignments are included. Readings will be updated regularly to 
address topics of concern in our ever-changing world. 

✔ Exercises, Assignments, and Tests   Crafted for the key 
skill chapters in the books, these interactive items teach and 
reinforce each skill. 

✔ Clear Thinking Tests   25 online tests focus on the basics of 
clear and logical thinking. Gradually increasing in difficulty, they 
enable students to systematically strengthen their logical thinking 
skills. 

English Plus Includes These Digital Items and More!

 
 
 

+
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VOCABULARY

Words have power.  Our acclaimed Vocabulary Series* 
workbooks will help your students master that power! 

Grades 5–6  
Vocabulary Basics
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-554-3
246 pages • $12.90

Grades 7–8
Groundwork for a Better 
Vocabulary 
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-556-7
198 pages • $12.90
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illuminateplausible
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impact

affirm

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

BUILDING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

Grades 9–10
Building Vocabulary Skills
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-524-6
198 pages • $12.90

aspire

rigor

contemplate

rapportquest
tangible

epitome

immaculate

IMPROVING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

Grades 10–11
Improving Vocabulary Skills
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-526-0
198 pages • $12.90
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omnipotent integral

gregariouseuphoric
lucid

rejuvenate

bolster

ADVANCING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

Grades 11–12
Advancing Vocabulary Skills
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-528-4
198 pages • $12.90
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Words have power.  A solid vocabulary 
can make you a better reader, writer, 
speaker, thinker, and learner. It can also 
dramatically increase your chances of 
success in school and at work. So how 
can you boost your vocabulary? The 
answer is in your hands.

Mastering Vocabulary Skills (formerly titled Advanced Word Power) will help you 
master 300 important words, all of which occur with high frequency on the SAT and 
other standardized tests. In addition, you will learn how to use context to figure out 
the meanings of unfamiliar words you find in your everyday reading. Mastering the 
words and the context strategies in this book will expand your working vocabulary 
and increase your word power!

WHY STUDY VOCABULARY?
   Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know enough 
words, you will have trouble understanding what you read. 

   Vocabulary is a key part of most standardized tests. The more words you know, 
the better you are likely to do on those tests. 

   Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. And one 
study even found that the most common factor among people with rewarding 
careers is a good vocabulary. 

   A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs involve 
providing services or processing information. More than ever, words matter. The 
more words you know, the more success you are likely to achieve. 

Digital Options. A digital version of this and all Vocabulary Series titles is available 
in Vocabulary Plus.  Visit our website or call 1-888-752-6410 for details. 
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ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

MASTERING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

Grades 12–13
Mastering Vocabulary Skills
Eliza Comodromos & Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-558-1
198 pages • $12.90

* Short Versions of Building, Improving, and Advancing Vocabulary Skills are available for $10.90 each.
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Or go digital with Vocabulary Plus! Our adaptive word-building 
program brings our entire Vocabulary Series to students’ tablet, 
smartphone, or computer.

 VOCABULARY 

Key Features 
■ A Proven Approach.  Research shows students learn best by seeing words repeatedly in different contexts, 

not through memorization. That’s why our books and Vocabulary Plus present each word in at least 10 different 
contexts. Each encounter increases the chance a word will become part of a student’s permanent vocabulary.

■ Abundant Practice.  Extensive practice exercises, unit reviews, crossword puzzles, and unit tests provide 
ample reinforcement.  So does the repetition of learned words in later chapters. All this practice means that 
students learn in the best possible way: by working closely and repeatedly with each word.

■ Emphasis on Key Words.  Our editors combined their own teaching experience with a number of word 
frequency lists to determine which words to cover. The result is a core of 1,700 key words, sequenced according 

■ Affordable Pricing.  Our vocabulary options offer the highest possible quality at the lowest possible price. 
The books sell for $12.90, as does a Vocabulary Plus subscription. You can even bundle Vocabulary Plus with a 
textbook and save, for a total of $17.90. Site licenses are also available for institutional purchases. 

■ Supplements and Support.  Want an exam copy or wish to adopt Vocabulary Plus at your school? Have 
questions about compatibility? Contact us!
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Words have power.  A solid vocabulary 
can make you a better reader, writer, 
speaker, thinker, and learner. It can also 
dramatically increase your chances of 
success in school and at work. So how 
can you boost your vocabulary? The 
answer is in your hands.

Mastering Vocabulary Skills (formerly titled Advanced Word Power) will help you 
master 300 important words, all of which occur with high frequency on the SAT and 
other standardized tests. In addition, you will learn how to use context to figure out 
the meanings of unfamiliar words you find in your everyday reading. Mastering the 
words and the context strategies in this book will expand your working vocabulary 
and increase your word power!

WHY STUDY VOCABULARY?
•   Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know enough 

words, you will have trouble understanding what you read. 

•   Vocabulary is a key part of most standardized tests. The more words you know, 
the better you are likely to do on those tests. 

•   Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. And one 
study even found that the most common factor among people with rewarding 
careers is a good vocabulary. 

•   A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs involve 
providing services or processing information. More than ever, words matter. The 
more words you know, the more success you are likely to achieve. 

Digital Options. A digital version of this and all Vocabulary Series titles is available 
in Vocabulary Plus.  Visit our website or call 1-888-752-6410 for details. 
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ELIZA COMODROMOS • PAUL LANGAN

Includes the content of ALL SIX powerful texts 
covering more than 1,700 essential words.

Bulk discounts and site licenses are available.

Vocabulary Plus
ISBN 978-1-59194-436-2
Grades 5–13
$12.90 for 10-month subscription
$17.90 for bundled Book + Vocabulary Plus
$15.90 for bundled short version Book + Vocabulary Plus
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ADDITIONAL SPECIAL FEATURES: Unique Online Tests • Audio & Visual Enhancements • Reinforcement of Previously-
Learned Words • Detailed Score Reports • Powerful, Intuitive Controls & Administrative Tools • and much more!

What’s in Vocabulary Plus?
Everything in our books PLUS these outstanding features:

•Word Parts Chapters 
that teach prefixes, suffixes, 
and word roots. Students 
who learn these word parts 
will be better equipped to 
decipher the meanings of 
thousands of other words in 
which they appear.

© Copyright 2014 Townsend Press. All rights reserved. 

Home    About    For Educators    For Students    Support 

News    Privacy Policy    Terms of Use

 Building Vocabulary Skills Plus

Chapter 12: Coping with Snow (Word Parts)
Word Parts in Context

�

Figure out the meaning of the word part by looking
closely and carefully at the context in which it appears.
Then click on the meaning closest to that of the word
part.

The word part anti- means

Question 1. anti-
Antifreeze prevents the water in a car radiator
from freezing.
Many students in the 1960s who disapproved of
the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam
War took part in antiwar marches.

An antibullying sign.

©
 Tow

nsend Press

a. for.  

b. against.  

c. two.  

0 of 0 answers correct in 0m 27s.

 Learning Center�

•Expanded Chapter 
Exercises for the six 
books in our Vocabulary 
Series. Depending on 
the titles, this includes 
anywhere from 6–8 
interactive, instructive 
activities per chapter! Each 
provides item-specific 
feedback that helps 
students learn their new 
words.

Manage Materials Student View Support Admin 

 Everything Scores

Groundwork for a Better Vocabulary Plus  Help�

eBook Reader

Groundwork for a Better
Vocabulary, 4e
Beth Johnson, Janet M.
Goldstein, 2011

262 pages

Assignments

Introduction 
To the Student
Pronunciation Guide

Unit One

Chapter 1: Johnny Appleseed 
Ten Words in Context

Sentence Check 1
Sentence Check 2
Word Work
Word Parts
Final Check
Writing Sentences
Online Test 1
Online Test 2

Chapter 2: Finding Fault 
Ten Words in Context

Sentence Check 1
Sentence Check 2
Word Work
Synonyms and Antonyms
Final Check
Writing Sentences
Online Test 1
Online Test 2

Chapter 3: Fixing Up Furniture 
Ten Words in Context

Unit Three Review 
 Unit Three: Review
 Test 1
 Test 2
 Test 3

Unit Four

Chapter 16: A Mismatched Couple 
 Ten Words in Context
 
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 17: The Famous Detective 
 Ten Words in Context
 
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Synonyms and Antonyms
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 18: Fear of Speaking 
 Ten Words in Context
 
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2
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•Sentence-Writing 
Activities, new for 
Vocabulary Plus, allow 
students to compose 
sentences to show their 
understanding of newly 
learned words. Instructors 
can easily review and score 
these sentences online. 

Practice Lab
3 days ago

Advancing Vocabulary Skills Plus
Ch. 1: Writing Sentences

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

Stephen Farmer

1. detriment

Opponents of casino gambling claim that it is a
detriment to society at large.

2. dexterous

They praised her dexterous handling of the crisis.

3. discretion

Each artist in the gallery has discretion over the price
that will be charged for his or her work.

4. facetious

A facetious and tasteless remark about people in
famine-stricken countries being spared the problem of
overeating.

5. gregarious

My dog is very gregarious, making friends wherever he
goes.

6. optimum

The optimum temperature for me is 75.

7. ostentatious

I think fur coats are an ostentatious article of clothing.

8. scrupulous

She was always scrupulous about her work.

Grade Test  Help�

 Learning Center�

•Unit Reviews—including 
crossword puzzles, 
flashcards, analogies, and 
synonym and antonym 
activities—adapted from 
the printed books. 

� Townsend Press
Learning Center

1  Hello, Paul  Sign Out  �

� Manage Materials Student View Support

 Vocabulary Basics Plus

Unit Two Review
Unit Two: Completing a Crossword Puzzle #1

words to complete the puzzle that follows.

�

1
H

2
A

3
E

4
I G N O R E P X

5 6

L P C
7

N
8

P R U

U L O S
9 10 11

M
12

R E A E
13

R E V E R S E C

R Q S H

O U

U
14

I N T E N D
15

S R
16 17

18
E

19 20

21

22 23

24

ability approach avoid capable
careless damp excuse furious
helpless ignore include intend
loyal normal numerous observe
opportunity previous require resist
respect reverse sociable struggle

Across

4. To pay no attention

Down

1. Unable to take care of oneself

�

VOCABULARY

• Integrated eBooks: A 
subscription to Vocabulary 
Plus includes ebooks of all 
6 texts in the TP Vocabulary 
Series. If you prefer the 
layout of a book and want 
to refer to content of a 
specific page, you can 
do so with a click. With 
Vocabulary Plus, the entire 
Vocabulary Series is at your 
fingertips!

 Everything Scores�

Vocabulary Basics Plus  Help�

eBook Reader

Vocabulary Basics, 2e
Judith Nadell, Beth Johnson, 2011

260 pages

Assignments

Introduction 
 To the Student
 Pronunciation Guide

Unit One

Chapter 1: The Nose Knows 
 Learning Eight New Words
 
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to an Item
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 2: Feeling Blue 
 Learning Eight New Words
 
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 3: Ads That Lie 
 Learning Eight New Words
 
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 4: An Upsetting Dream 
 Learning Eight New Words
 
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2
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 Learning Center�

•Independent Study 
(VPi): A user-friendly, 
adaptive mode of 
Vocabulary Plus that 
individually assesses 
students and manages 
assignments. Suitable for 
classes and/or individual 
students, VPi dynamically 
adjusts difficulty to keep 
students challenged and 
motivated. And it rewards 
them too! Plus educators 
can view students' progress 
with a simple click.

value

praise

embrace
achieve

benefit

inspire

talent

ELIZA COMODROMOS  PAUL LANGAN

VOCABULARY
BASICS

T H I R D  E D I T I O N

Vocabulary Basics, 3e
Eliza Comodromas, Paul Langan, 2019

265 pages
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For Grades K–2: The King School Series
Leveled Books for Emerging Readers

Our endearing collection of 85 leveled books for beginning readers. Featuring the King 
School Kids, engaging stories, and lively illustrations, The King School Series is the 
perfect complement to any early reading program. Carefully defined leveling criteria 
make the books suitable for large-group instruction, guided reading, and independent 
reading sessions. Comprehensive Teacher’s Guides are available.

$3 each • See our website for individual title ISBNs.

For Grades 6–10: The Bluford Series
Acclaimed YA Fiction for Reluctant Readers

Our groundbreaking collection of 23 high-interest, low-level novels that have engaged teens 
nationwide. Set in fictional Bluford High, a tough but nurturing inner-city high school, the 
novels speak to the interests, struggles, and realities of today’s students. Black and Latino 
teen protagonists navigate the intense transition between childhood and adulthood. Many 
confront—and work to overcome—serious challenges in their families, relationships, 
classrooms, and communities. Widely recommended by educational organizations, the 
Bluford Series is a popular choice for school- and city-wide reading initiatives.

$3 each • See our website for individual title ISBNs.

For Grades 5 and up: The Townsend Library
Engaging Fiction & Nonfiction for Readers of All Ages

Looking to build or expand your classroom library? Look no further. The 120-book 
Townsend Library includes literary classics, history and biographies, adventure and sports 
stories, and contemporary and motivational nonfiction for today’s readers. Teaching 
materials are available for almost all titles. We also offer 12 convenient, 
thematically-bundled collections to further deepen reader interest. 

$3 each • See our website for individual title ISBNs.

NOW AVAILABLE AS 10-MONTH DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Bluford Series eBooks
$10 • ISBN 978-1-59194-616-8

23 titles

Townsend Library eBooks
$10 • ISBN 978-1-59194-614-4

120+ titles

Reading Unlimited eBooks
$15 • ISBN 978-1-59194-615-1

140+ titles

Bulk Discounts are available to schools and educational programs!
Contact us for details at cs@townsendpress.com

Best
Value

❋ ❋
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SPECIAL
ABOUT
TOWNSEND 
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 CALL TOLL-FREE   1–888–752–6410
 FAX   1–800–225–8894
 E-MAIL Customer Service at cs@townsendpress.com
 WRITE to Townsend Press, 439 Kelley Drive, West Berlin, NJ 08091
 VISIT our website at www.townsendpress.com

CONTACT US!
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Townsend Press
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091

We’re Independent. 
Townsend Press is owned and operated by educators. Our loyalty is not to 
corporate interests, but to students and to teachers. 

We’re Focused.
Townsend Press has one focus: producing the best possible English and
Language Arts materials. That focus is what makes our content better.

Our Materials Work.
Educators tell us what studies confirm: that our materials effectively teach
reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary. Try us and you’ll see. 

We’re Ready to Assist You.
Have a question? Want an examination copy? Call or email us. Our 
dedicated staff is ready to provide rapid assistance. We look forward to 
hearing from you.


