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Key Features of Our Reading Materials
● Focus on basic skills

Our two Groundwork books include chapters on
dictionary use, vocabulary in context, main ideas,
supporting details, signal words, inferences, and
argument.

● Ample practice and feedback
Because practice is essential to learning, our
materials provide abundant practice and test
items—along with instructive feedback—to
help students learn.

● High-interest content
Our print and digital items are lively, clear, and
engaging. They not only teach skills; they’re also
compelling on their own.

TEN STEPS 
TO

building
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

● Proven expertise
Our texts and digital offerings draw from decades
of classroom experience and research in the field
of reading. They teach what students need to
succeed.

● Crafted for adult students
Our materials are written for adult learners.  The
content never “talks down” to college -age and
older students.

● Flexible print and digital options
Whether you’re teaching a class, a small group,
or an individual student, our print and digital
materials provide options suited to your unique
context.

Print and Digital Materials for Your Reading Programs
Townsend Press reading materials have helped countless students learn the reading skills needed for success in college 
and beyond. Flexible, clear, and user-friendly, they can help your ESL and Adult Basic English students, too.

Groundwork for College 
Reading, 5e
Author: John Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-472-0
Reading Level: 5–8
Lexile average: 850L
Page count: 532 pages
Net price:  $29

Ten Steps to Building  
College Reading Skills, 6e
Author: John Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-464-5
Reading Level: 6–9
Lexile average: 1000L
Page count: 628 pages
Net price:  $29

Groundwork for College 
Reading with Phonics, 5e
Author: John Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-486-7
Reading Level: 5–8
Lexile average: 850L
Page count: 612 pages
Net price:  $29

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

with PHONICS

Higher-level texts in this series are also available.

READING SKILLS

$30 $30 $30
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See more features of Ten Steps Plus on page 14. 

Digital Textbooks 
Ten Steps Plus includes access to all six titles in the best-selling series of books 
for teaching college-level reading. The two Groundwork books and Ten Steps to 
Building College Reading Skills are included. 

Activities and Exercises 
 snoitatonna cificeps -meti htiw hcae—sesicrexe dna stset evitcaretni fo sdnasuohT

that teach—are the centerpiece of Ten Steps Plus. 

The Townsend Library 
To become stronger readers, students need to read. With Ten Steps Plus, they can. 
eBooks of all 100+ titles in the popular Townsend Library are available and can be 
assigned in classes. 

The Skills Bank 
A cumulative library of digital assignments organized by reading skill and level for 
tutoring programs, labs, or co-requisite classes. Want to cover a unit on main ideas? 
Looking to teach a modular course on inferences? The Skills Bank makes it easy.

Unit Four

Chapter 16: A Mismatched Couple 
 Ten Words in Context

 Sentence Check 1
 Matching Words with Definitions

 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 17: The Famous Detective 

�
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Plus
Ten Steps

Skills 
Bank

Ten Steps Plus

Student Access Card

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

 digital course content.
Provides access to 

Purchase only if sealed.

TO
TEN STEPS 

advancing
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

READING

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE

FIFTH EDITION

READING
with PHONICS

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE

building
TO
TEN STEPS 

COLLEGE READING SKILLS

Plus
Ten Steps

Bank
Readings

Ten Steps
Plus

Bank
Skills 

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

Ten Steps Plus Digital Subscription
ISBN 978-1-59194-478-2
Reading Level: 5–12
Duration:  10 months
Net Price: $29 when purchased alone

–or–
$35 when bundled with a printed textbook

A Digital Option for Teaching Reading Skills

Ten Steps Plus is a collection of digital  
offerings that teach reading skills to 
intermediate ESL and Adult Basic Education 
Students. It includes:

Digital Option

Ten Steps Plus

Student Access Card

Provides access to
 digital course content.

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

TO
TEN STEPS 

advancing
COLLEGE READING SKILLS

FIFTH EDITION

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE
READING

FIFTH EDITION

READING
with PHONICS

FIFTH EDITION

GROUNDWORK
FOR COLLEGE

building
TO
TEN STEPS 

COLLEGE READING SKILLS

Plus
Ten Steps

Readings
Bank

Ten Steps
Plus
Skills 
Bank

$30

$36
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Stories for Adults
Learning to Read English

CONTENTS

CITY STORIES
Larissa Phillips
Supervisor, Manhattan Adult Literacy Center
ISBN  978-1-59194-494-2
236 pages
Net price: $9.95

READING LEVEL:  1–3

Introduction  
To the Instructor
To the Student

Level 1:  Ash Street

Concepts  
• Short vowels
• Consonants
• Digraphs
• Three-sound words

Level 3:  Aspen Street

Concepts  

In City Stories, emerging adult readers will find 24 individual narratives on four levels of increasing difficulty. 
The stories present familiar situations, including parenting, jobs, education, immigration, ambitions, and 
dreams. 

In addition to discovering hopeful stories that may reflect parts of their own lives, readers will find 
repeated opportunity for decoding practice. They will also be exposed to new vocabulary words and idiomatic 
expressions. 

This collection is appropriate for use in a wide variety of ESL programs, including a methodical and 
explicit Orton-Gillingham type of reading program. Accompanying worksheets for further study are available as 
free downloads to instructors with an approved Townsend Press Learning Center account.

Level 2:  Elm Street 

Concepts  

• All concepts from Levels 1
and 2

• Multi-syllabic words with
short vowels

• R-controlled vowels
• Prefixes and suffixes such as

re- and -ing

• All concepts from Level 1
• Consonant blends
• Closed syllable exceptions
• Digraph blends
• 4- and 5-sound words

Level 4:  Pine Street 
Concepts  

A Book for

Larissa Phillips

• All concepts from Levels 1,
2, and 3

• Long vowels in the
vowel-consonant-e format

• Some multi-syllabic words with
both long and short vowels

Readers
Adult Beginning

Features Two Supplements

The Instructor’s 
Manual provides 
an overview of the 
stories as well as an 
instructional sequence 
that can be used with 
each story.

The workbook offers 
practice with sight 
and vocabulary words, 
prompts for reading 
comprehension and 
writing, and questions 
that encourage 
students to engage 
more fully with  
the story.



Townsend Press  •  www.townsendpress.com  •  888–752–6410 5

WRITING SKILLS

Print and Digital Materials for Your Grammar and 
Writing Programs

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

English Essentials, Short Version, 2e

CONTENTS
PART ONE
Fourteen Basic Skills

Helping students master key grammar, punctuation, and usage skills and 
the basics of effective writing.

READING LEVEL 6–12

John Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-469-0
Net price—book only: $20.00

ISBN 978-1-59194-462-1 
Net price—book with English Plus: $25.00

288 pages

1 Subjects and Verbs
2 Irregular Verbs
3 Subject-Verb Agreement
4 Sentence Types
5 Fragments I
6 Fragments II
7 Run-ons and Comma Splices I
8 Run-ons and Comma Splices II
9 Commas

PART TWO
Extending the Skills

 10 Apostrophes 
 11 Quotation Marks
 12 Homonyms
 13 Capital Letters
 14 Parallelism Splices 

 15 Preparing a Paper
 16 Punctuation Marks
 17 Pronoun Forms
 18 Pronoun Problems
 19 Adjectives and Adverbs
 20 Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers
 21 Word Choice
 22 Numbers and Abbreviations
 23 More about Subjects and Verbs
 24 More about Subject-Verb Agreement 
 25 More about Verbs: Tenses 
 26 Even More about Verbs
 27 More about Run-Ons and Comma 

PART THREE
Writing and Proofreading

 28 More about Commas 
 29 More about Apostrophes 
 30 More about Quotation Marks 
 31 More about Homonyms 
 32 More about Capital Letters

PART FOUR
For Reference

 33 The Basics of Writing 
 34 Writing Assignments 
 35 Proofreading Techniques 
 36 Ten Proofreading Tests 

 37 Parts of Speech 
 38 Dictionary Use 
 39 Spelling Tips 

Do you want your students  
to become better writers?  
Here are three books and a digital 
program to help them write 
clearly and correctly. 

$21.00

$26.00
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English Essentials
The full version of English Essentials includes 
pictures and personal stories to help make grammar, 
punctuation, and usage interesting for students. And 
it prepares students for assessments by providing 
abundant practice activities that resemble the 
format of widely used standarized tests. 

READING LEVEL 6–12

John Langan • Beth Johnson
ISBN  978-1-59194-022-7
Net price—book only: $25.00

ISBN  978-1-59194-468-3
Net price—book with English Plus: $29.00

346 pages

CONTENTS
Introduction

• About the Book
• Becoming a Better Writer
• Writing Assignments

PART ONE  Fourteen Basic Skills    
1  Subjects and Verbs       
2  Irregular Verbs       
3  Subject-Verb Agreement      
4  Sentence Types       
5  Fragments I       
6  Fragments II       
7  Run-Ons and Comma Splices I        
8  Run-Ons and Comma Splices II        
9  The Comma        

PART TWO  Extending the Skills        

10  The Apostrophe        
11  Quotation Marks        
12  Homonyms        
13  Capital Letters        
14  Parallelism        

15  Preparing a Paper   
16  Punctuation Marks     
17  Pronoun Forms   
18  Pronoun Problems    

PART THREE  Proofreading        

PART FOUR  Related Matters       

33  Proofreading Techniques    
34  Ten Proofreading Tests 

19  Adjectives and Adverbs
20  Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers     
21  Word Choice        
22  Numbers and Abbreviations      
23  More about Subjects and Verbs     
24  More about Subject-Verb Agreement       
25  More about Verbs   
26  Even More about Verbs       
27  More about Run-Ons and Comma Splices       
28  More about the Comma       
29  More about the Apostrophe      
30  More about Quotation Marks      
31  More about Homonyms       
32  More about Capital Letters    

35  Spelling Improvement    
36  Parts of Speech  
37  Dictionary Use  

$26.00

$30.00
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Part One   The Basics of Clear Thinking and Writing    

Clear Thinking and Writing, 2e
John Langan
ISBN  978-1-59194-552-9
Net price—book only: $29.00

ISBN  978-1-59194-565-9
Net price—book with English Plus: $35.00

330 pages

READING GRADE LEVEL 8–12 

This book teaches the basics of clear thinking and of 
the writing process, while also exploring common writing 
patterns and grammar skills. Students get to practice 
these fundamentals in the 100+ writing assignments the 
book and online platform provide. 

1  An Introduction to Point and Support 
2  Point and Support in Paragraphs and Essays 
3   Understanding the Writing Process 

Part Two   Writing Patterns and Practice 

4  Relationships in Writing 
5  More Relationships in Writing 
6  Argument in Writing 
7  Writing a Research Paper with Sources 
8  A Variety of Writing Assignments 

Part Three   A Handbook of Grammar, 
Punctuation, and Usage

9  Subjects and Verbs 
10  Irregular Verbs 
11  tnemeergA breV-tcejbuS 
12  Sentence Types 
13   I stnemgarF 
14   Fragments II 

15   I secilpS ammoC dna snO-nuR 
16  II secilpS ammoC dna snO-nuR 
17   Commas  
18   Apostrophes 
19  Quotation Marks 
20  Homonyms  
21  sretteL latipaC 
22   msilellaraP 
23   repaP a gniraperP 
24   skraM noitautcnuP 
25  smroF nuonorP 
26  smelborP nuonorP 
27   sbrevdA dna sevitcejdA 
28  sreifidoM gnilgnaD dna decalpsiM 
29  eciohC droW 
30   snoitaiverbbA dna srebmuN 
31  sbreV dna tcejbuS tuoba eroM 
32  tnemeergA breV-tcejbuS tuoba eroM 
33  sesneT :sbreV tuoba eroM 
34  sbreV tuoba eroM nevE 
35    secilpS ammoC dna snO-nuR tuoba eroM 
36  sammoC tuoba eroM 
37    sehportsopA tuoba eroM 
38   skraM noitatouQ tuoba eroM 
39   smynomoH tuoba eroM 
40    sretteL latipaC tuoba eroM 

CONTENTS
To the Instructor
To the Student 

$30.00

$36.00
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See more features of English Plus on page 14.

Three eBooks 
English Plus provides access to eBooks of our acclaimed grammar titles—English 
Essentials and English Essentials, Short Version, 2e—and our newest English text: 
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2e. 

English Skills Assessments 
Two tests of students’ basic written English language skills are available. Easy 
to administer and directly aligned with the skills in English Essentials and Clear 
Thinking and Writing, these tests can guide individual and class instruction. 
Teacher-friendly score reports reveal which items challenged students and which 
ones they’ve mastered. 

Added Practice in Grammar
English Plus includes four digital exercises and two tests for key skill chapters in 
English Essentials and Clear Thinking and Writing. These digital exclusives deepen 
and reinforce each skill presented in the texts or eBooks.  

Additional Practice in Clear Thinking 
Twenty-five progressive online tests on the basics of clear and logical thinking are 
included with this subscription to English Plus. These tests gradually increase in 
difficulty, enabling students to systematically strengthen their logical thinking skills.

English Plus

Student Access Card

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

English Plus Digital Subscription
ISBN 978-1-59194-466-9
Reading Level: 8–12
Duration:  10 months
Net Price: $25 when purchased alone

–or–
Discounted when bundled with a printed textbook
See page 15 for details.

English Plus is a digital subscription to eBooks, 
assignments, and mastery tests that help students 
master key grammar, punctuation, and usage skills,  
as well as understand the basics of effective writing. 
It includes:

English Plus

Student Access Card

TOWNSEND PRESS
www.townsendpress.com

Provides eBooks and enhanced digital content for
Clear Thinking and Writing, 2/e, English Essentials

and English Essentials, Short Version

Valid for 10 months from time of registration

A Digital Option for Teaching Grammar & Writing Skills

Digital Option

$26
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Our Tried-and-True Vocabulary Series
The TP Vocabulary Series teaches students the words they need to know—for success in the classroom 
and beyond. Popular in Adult Basic Skills and ESL programs, the books include digital options to reinforce 
students’ working vocabulary.

Reading Level 5–6 Reading Level 7–8 Reading Level 9–10

Vocabulary Basics, 3e
Eliza Comodromos / Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-554-3
246 pages
Net Price: $11.90

240 Words in 30 lessons

Sample Words

1. achieve
2. benefit
3. embrace
4. emphasize
5. impossible
6. inspire

7. logical
8. necessary
9. occasion

10. praise
11. talent
12. value

Sample Words

Groundwork for a  
Better Vocabulary, 5e
Eliza Comodromos / Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-556-7
198 pages
Net Price: $11.90

300 words in 30 lessons

7. essential
8. fulfill

Sample Words

Building Vocabulary 
Skills, 5e
Eliza Comodromos / Paul Langan
ISBN 978-1-59194-524-6
198 pages
Net Price: $11.90

260 words and 40 word parts 
in 30 lessons

1. abundant
2. capability
3. characteristic 9. fundamental
4. consistent 10. humane
5. determine 11. respond
6. encourage 12. triumph

1. accessible
2. affirm
3. candid
4. destiny
5. elaborate
6. essence

Three higher-level texts in this series are also available.

7. fluent
8. integrity
9. lenient

10. plausible
11. stereotype
12. unique

VOCABULARY SKILLS

$12.90

$12.90 $12.90
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Why TP’s Vocabulary Series Is So Effective

And These Outstanding Supplements

 The Words-in-Context Approach. Students learn 
new words by encountering them in meaningful 
contexts—not through rote memorization.  
Our books provide at least six different contexts 
for each vocabulary word!

 Abundant Practice. Each book is packed with 
activities, exercises, unit reviews, and tests that 
prompt students to interact closely with each new 
vocabulary word. The result: students’ word  
banks grow.

 Appealing Content. Dull materials discourage 
learning. Our books avoid that. Each features  
high-interest passages students will want to read.

 Relevant Words. Words in the series were drawn 
from word frequency lists with alignment to state 
standards and high-stakes tests. The aim: to equip 
students with the words they need to know. 

 Affordability. Full version vocabulary books teach 
300 key words/word parts and are priced at $11.90 
each. Short versions teach 200 words and  
cost $9.90 each.

Placement Test Instructor’s Editions Instructor’s Manuals

uniquecompel
destiny

illuminateplausible
vital

impact

affirm

I N S T R U C T O R ’ S  E D I T I O N

ELIZA COMODROMOS ō PAUL LANGAN

BUILDING
VOCABULARY SKILLS

F I F T H  E D I T I O N

$12.90

$10.90 each. 
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Vocabulary Plus brings ALL the content 
ok of our famously clear, user-friendly 9-bo

Vocabulary Series directly to your tablet, 
smartphone, or computer—for the cost of a 
single book!

What’s included? 
Everything from our acclaimed books. And more . . .

Provides access to
digital course content.

Vocabulary Plus

Student Access Card

Purchase only if sealed.

TOWNSEND PRESS

NOTE: Once opened, this access card cannot be returned.

www.townsendpress.com

ACCESS CODE INSIDE—DO NOT THROW AWAY! 
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Vocabulary Plus Digital Subscription
ISBN 978-1-59194-436-2
Reading Level: 5–13
Duration:   10 months
Net Price:  $11.90 when purchased alone

–or–
$16.90 when bundled with a printed textbook

Integrated eBooks 

specific page, you can do so with a click. With Vocabulary 

A subscription to Vocabulary Plus includes eBooks of 
all nine texts in the TP Vocabulary Series. If you prefer 
the layout of a book and want to refer to the content of a 

Plus, the entire Vocabulary Series is at your fingertips!

Expanded Tests and Activities
These include six to eight interactive, instructive activities 
per chapter for every title in the series! Each activity 
includes item-specific feedback, which helps students 

assignments.

Unit Reviews

learn their new words, as well as open-ended writing 

These include crossword puzzles, analogies, and 

printed books. 
synonym and antonym activities—adapted from the 

A Digital Option for Teaching Vocabulary Skills

Digital Option

Vocabulary Basics Plus  Help

eBook Reader

Vocabulary Basics, 2e
Judith Nadell, Beth Johnson, 2011

260 pages

Assignments

Introduction 
 To the Student
 Pronunciation Guide

Unit One





Chapter 17: The Famous Detective 
 Ten Words in Context
 ��0!&'+%��,."/�3'0&��#7+'0',+/
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Synonyms and Antonyms
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
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$12.90
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Review Words
Words taught in earlier chapters are reinforced later as 
Vocabulary Review words. These words refresh students’ 
memories and help them retain what they learned in 
previous chapters. In addition, SAT and GRE high-
frequency words are given extra attention.

Word Parts Chapters
Based on content from select full version titles*, these 
chapters teach prefixes, suffixes, and roots. Students 
who learn them will be better equipped to decipher the 
meanings of thousands of other words in which these 
word parts appear.
*Building, Improving, and Advancing Vocabulary Skills.

Independent Instruction
VPi is an adaptive mode of Vocabulary Plus that 
individually assesses students and manages assignments. 
Suitable for classes and/or individual students, VPi 
dynamically adjusts difficulty to keep students challenged 
and motivated. And it rewards them, too! 

Building Vocabulary
Skills

Encouragement and Incentives
VPi rewards students’ progress. When they complete a 
chapter, unit, or book, they’ll receive a “badge” on their 
home page. Mastering words, “leveling up,” and high 
scores also earn badges.

Comprehensive Reporting
VPi provides data to monitor individual and class 
progress. Reports featuring assessment results, words 
mastered, levels achieved, and time elapsed are available 
with a simple click.

Vocabulary Plus also comes with Independent Study (VPi).
Features include:

Question 1. anti-
Antifreeze prevents the water in a car radiator
from freezing.
Many students in the 1960s who disapproved of
the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam
War took part in antiwar marches.

An antibullying sign.

©
 Tow

nsend Press

Firing Our Boss

My stintº in the bookkeeping department had lasted for three years when Jay Keller was brought in as department

head. I don’t expect supervisors to be pals with their subordinates, and I don’t object to being 

done something wrong. Keller’s criticism, however, was constant and harsh, 

by his antipathyº toward us. His (2)  style made everyone in the department miserable. 

complete (3)  of Chandra Borden, our previous boss, who had been so thoughtful and 

needs that we all tried to (4)  her. In contrast, Keller’s mere presence could 

where we could hardly add two and two.

Within a few weeks, even the most (6)  employees were becoming rebellious and starting to have

subversiveº thoughts. !=:�.:=;<:)<176�)6,�)6/-:�H6)44A�:-)+0-,�1<;�(7)

worker in front of everyone else, using such derogatoryº terms (“Stupid! Airhead!” ) that he made her cry. 

suddenly decided that our only recourseº was to go over Keller’s head—to ignore the company 

group, present our vehementº denunciation of Keller directly to his boss.

Vocabulary Review

derogatory (adjective):
Expressing a low opinion;
belittling

This word was introduced in
chapter 28.

Note: This word is also likely to
appear on the SAT or GRE!
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About the Townsend Press Learning Center

The Learning Center is Townsend Press’s web-based Learning Management System. It holds ALL our 
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